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Minnesota connections recently passed:
Ronald C. Lingle, 67 passed away on May 24, 2011 at his home.

Palmer H. Hansen, 87
passed away on May 21, 2011.
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State government shutdown looms near
July 1st 2011 could have an unprecedented impact on racing in Minnesota.

With the deadline looming for the state government to complete a budget the impact would
effect much more than just state employees. It threatens to shut down both racetracks with
their cardclubs as well.

Since the racing commission employees are all state employees they would be laid off with
the state shutdown. With no commission employees the tracks would have no oversight &
would be forced to shut down until the state gets a budget deal done.

The impact would have a huge economic impact on both facilities as well as the horsemen &
women trying to race.

Most would probably stick around a few days
to take their stables elsewhere & probably would not return.

The chances of completing a 50 day meet to satisfy the 2012 requirements would then be
in jeopardy. The county fairs could be in jeopardy as well due to lack of funds if the track
candt operate.

There is some chance the tracks could stay open since the commission is funded solely by
the fees the tracks pay, but that may be a stretch to get that argument heard & accom-
plished by July 1.

The best hope is that the governor & republican dominated legislature reach an agreement
prior to July.

Itdés also quite possible that Racino could
although July 1 looms large on all of our minds as a dangerous day it could easily end up as
the salvation of racing in Minnesota.
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